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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
GALA and its archives are a unique source of information for the public, and 
document otherwise silenced community histories and personal narratives. These 
records highlight the broader processes of oppression and social transformation in 
South Africa. The archive boasts an extensive collection of individual and 
organisational records – it is the foundation of a comprehensive lesbian and gay social 
history in South Africa and the African continent. 
 
All our projects are designed to generate new archival material, make it available to 
the LGBT community in its entirety and the general public for educational purposes, 
and to raise awareness of gay issues and rights. Theatre, video and film productions, 
and an innovative tour of “Queer Johannesburg” have complemented more traditional 
exhibitions as part of the archive’s outreach strategy. GALA aims to help instil a sense 
of self-worth and political purpose in the (black) LGBT community through its 
communication and education strategies. 
  
GALA has attempted to integrate acquisition, research and outreach programmes in an 
effort to raise public awareness and to fulfil its role as a community archive. To do 
this, our primary objective has been to dispel prevailing societal misperceptions of 
same sexuality generally and specifically within an African cultural context. Our 
projects/outreach programmes, as you will note, focus their efforts on generating: 
educational and training materials; LGBT issue and human rights awareness; creating 
advocacy and organisational capacity; and, procuring holdings that cross both the 
racial and the rural/urban divide.   
 
Our work in 2005 has focused on empowering LGBT township communities – with 
encouraging results. Without a communications/public relations specialist, GALA’s 
communication strategy has been limited to specific project related events such as 
book launches and associated events, and our involvement with targeted religious and 
non-profit organisations and jointly managed programmes. This has helped the 
archive establish itself within the non-profit sector and serve the specific needs of the 
LGBT community at large.   
 
The increase in funding due to generous grants from The Atlantic Philanthropies and 
HIVOS enabled us to employ two new staff members in January 2005 to focus on the 
HIV and Deaf oral history projects and corresponding outreach and dissemination 
activities. Both of these staff members are black, HIV positive gay men. One is also 
Deaf.  GALA has been working closely with Thuynsma & Associates to develop a 
long term fundraising strategy that focuses on the organisation’s future sustainability. 
We have also started recruiting patrons to raise the visibility of the organisation in the 
public domain. In June this year Justice Edwin Cameron agreed to be a patron of 
GALA. Emeritus Archbishop Desmond Tutu has also been approached and is 
currently reviewing the documentation and considering our request.   
 
In 2005 we initiated and continued projects that span and wherever possible integrate 
the following core functions: 1) Documenting gay and lesbian experience in South 
Africa (maintaining and expanding collections); 2) Making the materials a resource 
for the broader society and disseminating this information proactively while 
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maintaining a special outreach focus to gay and lesbian communities; 3) Contributing 
to struggles for justice around LGBT rights (in South Africa, but also regionally); 4) 
Establishing and promoting linkages in the intersecting fields of archives and LGBT 
activism; 5) Research, analysis and advocacy in support of scholarly and community 
endeavour. 
 
Our core work is built around specific projects integrating as many of the core 
functions as possible. A detailed report on existing and planned projects is in the full 
report. Our progress is directly related to our stated project outcomes and objectives 
under the core function to which they are most closely linked: 
 
1) Documenting gay and lesbian experience in South Africa (maintaining and 
expanding collections) 
 
The 2005 acquisitions have further broadened the scope of material at the archives.  
Extensive records from the Out In Africa Gay and Lesbian Film Festival have been 
received as a new organisational collection, as well as ten new medium to small 
collections.  Substantial additions have been made to five existing collections and 
smaller additions to 14 collections. A substantial collection of ten years of 
memorabilia, photographs and documents was received from the Mother City Queer 
Project at the beginning of 2005. In terms of facilitating archival access and use, the 
user guide has been updated on the website and a web-counter installed on the GALA 
site yielding an average of 30 visits per day. Approximately 280 photographs and 
archival documents were digitised since January. Work on digitising oral history 
interviews is slower due to priority having been given to photographs.  

 
We have continued to focus on generating more material via the range of oral history 
projects that focus on disadvantaged primarily black minorities and the associated 
dissemination and outreach projects in the areas of: LGBT and HIV, Same Sex 
Sangomas (traditional healers), Deaf LGBT community, coloured LGBT community, 
Pride and democracy and African women's same sex practices and relations. 

 
2) Making the materials a resource for the broader society and disseminating this 
information proactively while maintaining a special outreach focus to gay and lesbian 
communities; 

 
This year we have completed two publication projects based on our oral history 
projects, Balancing Act: South African Gay and Lesbian Youth Speak Out based on 
our youth oral history project and Tommy Boys, Lesbian Men and Ancestral Wives: 
Female Same Sex Practices in Africa. Balancing Act was launched in June around 
Youth Day and Tommy Boys was launched in August around Women's Day. GALA 
curated an exhibition which was featured at Constitution Hill in June based on the 
Balancing Act publication to ensure that this work becomes more accessible. GALA 
has initiated work on further dissemination of Balancing Act by working jointly with 
OUT on a strategy targeting the National and Provincial Departments of Education as 
well as working directly with educators.  
 
Work has also been initiated on the Pride publication that will be published by Jacana 
Media and launched in September 2006 around the annual Pride Celebrations. In 
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addition an issue of our bi-annual newsletter focused on Balancing Act and the second 
newsletter on Tommy Boys. 
 
The HIV community theatre project is based on actual stories of black gay and lesbian 
HIV positive people and was launched on 16 and 17 September with two 
performances at the start of the Pride Cultural week at Constitution Hill preceding 
Pride on 24 September 2005. An additional five performances occurred in 2005 
culminating in three performances around World Aids Day. Additionally, a 
community radio programme will be produced in early 2006 based on the play and 
work on  an educational comic has been initiated in November 2005 with a 
completion date of April 2006 to  further extend the play’s reach. The Queer Tour will 
become part of three specialised tours that the City of Johannesburg has 
commissioned and which will be offered by the City. GALA will be partnering with 
Moratiwa Tours in this process. GALA is also currently discussing the possibility of 
another more in-depth same sex sangoma documentary that extends beyond South 
Africa with material from Ghana with well known film maker Sandi Dubowski for 
2006. The GALA lending library continues to be used and to grow. 

 
3) Contributing to struggles for justice around LGBTI rights (in South Africa, but also 
regionally); 
 
GALA continues to work with mainstream archives and museums to ensure that they 
are given opportunities to host our exhibitions at their institutions. In 2005 Balancing 
Act was exhibited for the duration of Youth month in June at Constitution Hill as a 
start to this process. An expanded version of this exhibition with associated teacher 
workshops is planned for February - April 2006 at the Apartheid Museum. GALA has 
also used its publications and exposure in the media around the launches and 
associated events to challenge the idea that homosexuality is UnAfrican.  

 
4) Establishing and promoting linkages in the intersecting fields of archives and 
LGBT activism; 
 
GALA continues to work with the organisations it has established links with in 
Uganda, Tanzania, Kenya and Namibia to explore opportunities for shared work. A 
workshop was held in August the day preceding Women’s Day for the East African 
countries as part of the Tommy Boy launch activities at Constitution Hill. This formed 
part of the Constitution Hill month long programme around launch of the Women’s 
Jail. GALZ from Zimbabwe have also requested further training. 

 
 5) Research, analysis and advocacy in support of scholarly and community 
 endeavour. 

 
The SAHA/GALA collaboration to continue using the Freedom of Information 
Programme to recover information pertaining to Aversion therapy for gay men in the 
apartheid military continues. Although thousands of pages of records have been 
examined, very little has been found relating to the Aversion project and gays in the 
military more generally.  However, because the Military Archive does not have the 
human resources to proactively declassify files, the exercise is valuable in that once 
files are requested, they are forced to examine them and declassify where necessary. 
The files themselves do also reveal information that is better out in the open.  
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The GALA director has attended two international conference presentations this year 
and has authored one book and one academic article. In addition GALA has been 
invited and represented by members of the advisory committee at two additional 
international conferences in the USA and the Netherlands. GALA contributed to 
research and advocacy both locally and internationally with the production of three 
books that were published in 2005:- Balancing Act: South African Gay and Lesbian 
Youth Speak Out by Joanne Bloch and Karen Martin, Sex and Politics in South Africa 
edited by Neville Hoad, Karen Martin and Graeme Reid and Tommy Boys, Lesbian 
Men and Ancestral Wives: Female Same Sex Practices in Africa by Ruth Morgan and 
Saskia Wieringa. 
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1. CONTEXT 
  
Established in 1997, GALA is an independent project of the South African History 
Archives Trust (SAHA) which forms part of the Historical Papers collection based at 
the William Cullen Library at the University of the Witwatersrand in Johannesburg.  
For SAHA this was a valuable extension of its existing collections that echoed 
SAHA’s historic commitment to documenting human rights struggles in South Africa. 
GALA represents a unique resource of material relating to lesbian and gay experience 
in Southern Africa.  It is appropriate that the only lesbian and gay archive on the 
continent should be located in South Africa, considering that this is the first country in 
the world to enshrine equality on the basis of sexual orientation in its constitution.  In 
the light of the constitution making process and the ensuing legal reforms, South 
Africa has become a focus for international and local research attention. 
 
The bulk of the collections are organisational records dating from the 1960s. These 
document the history of the lesbian and gay civil rights movement in South Africa. 
More personal records, including letters, scrapbooks and photograph albums 
complement these collections. There is also an extensive oral narrative collection of 
both historical and contemporary material.  
 
Recognising that gay and lesbian communities in South Africa are not homogeneous, 
the Gay and Lesbian Archives strive to reflect that diversity in the collections and by 
devising appropriate strategies for making the collections more accessible to the 
public.  GALA actively seeks to focus on the histories and experiences of those 
communities who have been marginalised, not only on the basis of sexual orientation, 
but also on grounds of race, class, gender or disability.  
 
GALA was established as a community archive that aims to serve the needs of 
academic research, while maintaining its primary function as a repository of 
community histories, and cultural artefacts.  This dual function is reflected in GALA's 
location as a community archive within an academic institution. GALA has attempted 
to integrate acquisition and outreach programmes in order to raise public awareness 
about the archives and to fulfil its role as a community archive. Theatre, video and 
film productions and innovative tours have complemented more traditional 
exhibitions as part of the archive’s outreach strategy.  
 
In terms of our location in the academy we also recognise that research is a critical 
function of a gay and lesbian archive in an African context. GALA has been at the 
forefront of stimulating new avenues of academic enquiry into sexuality in South 
Africa. Providing both the source material and undertaking research projects that 
further enhance knowledge and teaching in the sphere of gender and sexuality studies. 
The research projects undertaken by GALA follow the pattern of previous research 
projects by emphasising archival collection of life histories, documents, audio and 
video recordings of community activities and events. As a national lesbian and gay 
archive, GALA also strives to collect material from a wide range of geographically 
dispersed lesbian and gay communities throughout Southern Africa. As the only 
LGBTI (lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered and intersex) archive in Africa, we have 
recently extended our focus to East Africa and working in partnership with Behind the 
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Mask and the Coalition for African Lesbians have started to create linkages with 
LGBTI organisations throughout Africa. 
 

2. OVERVIEW 
 
2.1 Introduction 
 
The focus of our work in 2005 has been on our dissemination and education strategies 
through which GALA aims to help instil a sense of self-worth and political purpose in 
the (black) LGBT community. The slogan that we have adopted reflects this 
assumption that underlies all our programmes “Without gay history there is no gay 
pride”. 
 
GALA has attempted to integrate acquisition, research and outreach programmes in an 
effort to: expand our collections, conduct research so as to highlight the issues that 
confront the LGBTI communities in SA, raise public awareness and fulfil its role as a 
community archive. To do this, our primary objective has been to dispel prevailing 
societal misperceptions of same sexuality generally and specifically within an African 
cultural context. Our projects/outreach programmes, as you will note, focus their 
efforts on generating: educational and training materials; LGBT issue and human 
rights awareness; creating advocacy and organisational capacity; and, procuring 
holdings that cross both the racial and the rural/urban divide.   
 
Our work in 2005 has focused on empowering LGBT township communities – with 
encouraging results. Without a communications/public relations specialist, GALA’s 
media strategy has been limited to specific project related events such as book 
launches, and our involvement with targeted religious and non-profit organisations 
and jointly managed programmes. This has helped the archive establish itself within 
the non-profit sector and serve the specific needs of the LGBT community at large.   
 
New Staff Members 
At the beginning of 2005 GALA employed an additional two full time staff members 
in order to effectively extend our reach and take the archives to disadvantaged 
communities in particular. The two new members include Mr John Meletse who is 
Deaf, black, gay and openly HIV positive. Mr Meletse is focusing on the Deaf oral 
history project and its corresponding dissemination and outreach work. The Reverend 
Paul Mokgethi was also employed. He too is black, gay and openly HIV positive. 
Rev. Mokgethi is focusing on the HIV oral history project and associated 
dissemination and outreach work as well as assisting in the work of processing 
archival collections.  
 
Patrons 
GALA has embarked on a process this year of identifying patrons to raise the visibility 
of the organisation in the public domain. In June this year Justice Edwin Cameron 
agreed to be a patron of GALA. Emeritus Archbishop Desmond Tutu has also been 
approached and is still considering our request.   
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2.2 GALA-SAHA relationship 
GALA is constituted as an independent project of the South African History Archive 
Trust (SAHA). The SAHA deed of trust and SAHA management policy formally 
include GALA. The SAHA Board is the overall management structure of GALA.  In 
addition, the GALA advisory committee serves to monitor the work of GALA. The 
advisory committee represents a wide range of interest groups associated with the 
archives. The seven member advisory committee meets quarterly. The advisory 
committee consists of:  

·  Sandra Gordon, media expert and business owner (publishing, advertising and 
public relations) who brings business and media expertise to the project.  

·  Dr Rehana Ebr-Vally, a social anthropologist from the Department of 
Anthropology at the University of the Witwatersrand. 

·  Mr Thofi Bishop, from Aqumen Strategies and Tactics - Business 
Consultancy. 

·  Graeme Reid, former director and current researcher at the Wits Institute for 
Social and Economic Research (WISER) in the Cultures of Sexuality and 
Power programme. Graeme is also the vice chairperson of the SAHA Board of 
Trustees. 

·  Zackie Achmat, Chairperson of the Treatment Action Campaign and ex-
director of the National Coalition for Gay and Lesbian Equality. 

·   Karen Martin, free lance editor and former GALA Archivist. 
·   Sello Hatang from the South African Human Rights Commission’s Freedom 

of Information Programme, also a former director of SAHA, joined the GALA 
advisory committee as a full member this year after his departure from SAHA.  

 
GALA was established as an independent project of SAHA in 1997. Both GALA and 
SAHA have a close and complex relationship with Historical Papers (HP). The latter 
gives both organisations physical space, infrastructural support and the assistance of 
Library members of staff. In significant ways the SAHA and GALA collections are 
integrated with the broader HP collections. GALA’s collections are housed by the 
Historical Papers Department (HP) in the William Cullen Library free of charge, 
together with SAHA’s collections under a pre-existing 1994 agreement between the 
University and SAHA for a duration of fifty years. This agreement includes the 
provision of infrastructural support and the assistance of library staff in times of need.  
 
The directors of GALA and SAHA continued to work closely together in 2005.   
However, GALA remains autonomous in the sense that it continues to be responsible 
for its own fundraising and the management of its own affairs.  
 
After careful deliberation throughout 2005, GALA is planning to become independent 
of SAHA by December 2006 and constitute itself as a Trust given that GALA will be 
nine years old, has come of age as an organisation and is now ready to operate 
independently. GALA has proven that it is sustainable in its own right and has a niche 
in the archive world that is not served by any other existing institution. 
 
GALA is governed by the SAHA Financial Policies and Procedures. 

GALA's auditors are Douglas and Velcich. On completion of the audit, the audited 
financial statements for 2004 will be distributed. 
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The contact details of the auditors are as follows: 
Douglas and Velcich 
10th Floor 
Sable Centre 
41 De Korte Street 
Braamfontein. 
Tel:  (+2711) 403-3835  
Fax: (+2711) 339-7762 

 

2.3 Collaboration with other organisations  
 
In 2005 GALA collaborated with the following organisations as outlined below: 
 

�  The directors of GALA and SAHA continued to work closely together.  
However, GALA remains autonomous in the sense that it continues to be 
responsible for its own fundraising and the management of its own affairs.  

 
�  GALA collaborates with the Soweto HIV Counselling Association 

(SOHACA), The Hope and Unity Metropolitan Church (HUMCC) and the 
Centre for the Study of Aids (CSA) at Pretoria University on the HIV oral 
history and outreach projects.  

 
�  GALA worked with the Out in Africa Gay and Lesbian Film Festival by 

introducing films at the Johannesburg Festival which was also an opportunity 
for GALA to inform the audience about our archives. GALA also partnered 
with Out in Africa by performing the HIV theatre project: Coming Out Again 
at two Out In Africa Satellite Film Festivals/Video Suitcase Launches in 
Ermelo and Pretoria. 

 
�  GALA participates in The Joint Project initiative which until October 2005 

included seven organisations apart from GALA: OUT, the Triangle Project, 
UNISA Centre For Applied Psychology, The Forum for the Empowerment of 
Women (FEW), Behind the Mask, the Durban Lesbian and Gay Community 
and Health Centre. Although GALA is not responsible for a specific project, it 
attends meetings, offers input to all projects as well as providing a record 
keeping function. This group met four times in 2005 to collaborate on projects 
in three focus areas: lesbian visibility, research and communications.  The 
group is in the process of expanding. At the October meeting each 
organisation invited two additional partner organisations. Fourteen additional 
LGBTI organisations were invited, eight of whom attended that meeting: 
Activate (Wits Student Organisation), South African Youth Liberation 
Organisation (SAYLO), Glorious Light Metropolitan Community Church, 
Nelspruit Gay and Lesbian United, Goodhope Metropolitan Community 
Church, Siyazenzela, Soweto HIV AIDS Counsellors Association (SOHACA) 
and the Pietermaritzburg Gay and Lesbian Network. 

 
�  GALA has provided record management input and training for FEW and will 

continue to do so in 2006.  
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�  Through the African Women’s Life History Project we have continued to 
work with the women from East and Southern Africa and five of these 
organisations TALESA (Tanzania), GALEBITRA (Kenya), the Right 
Companion Foundation (Uganda), Sister Namibia and The Rainbow Project 
(Namibia). GALA hosted a workshop to explore record keeping and archiving 
needs of the East African women after the Tommy Boy launch in August. 
GALA continues to work with the Coalition for African Lesbians (CAL) on 
the distribution of Tommy Boys both regionally and internationally. 

 
2.4 Resources 
 
In 2005 we had five full time staff members (the director, archives co-ordinator, 
office manager, archives assistant/HIV oral history project and outreach worker, 
administrative assistant/Deaf oral history project and outreach worker. Other part time 
contract workers include a book keeper and two part time librarians.  
Additionally GALA employed a large number of part time contract workers for 
different projects: eleven part time contract workers for the HIV Theatre Project 
Coming Out Again which has a cast of seven actors, a Director, a scriptwriter and a 
project manager and a South African Sign Language interpreting service. Three 
contract workers were employed to work on the two Balancing Act exhibitions and a  
researcher continued to work on the Gay Men in the Military project. 
  
The total operating and project budget for 2005 was R2,112,245. The income received 
for core and project funding for GALA for 2005 was R2,139,031.001. GALA had two 
core funders for this period. HIVOS (Zimbabwe) provided a grant of R391,935 for 
core costs (salaries) and Atlantic Philanthropies (Ireland) provided a generous grant of 
R1,470,000 for both core and project costs.  
 
Funding for specific projects, is usually raised separately from our core budget from a 
range of local and foreign sources. In 2005, The Atlantic Philanthropies covered all 
projects except for two: an amount of R222,356.00 was  carried forward from HIVOS 
(NL) Gender, Women and Development Desk (Netherlands) for the publication, 
launch and distribution of the book "Tommy boys, lesbian men and ancestral wives: 
exploring female same sex practices in Africa" arising from the African Women’s 
Oral History Project. Additional funds have been received at the end of 2005 for the 
HIV Theatre and Comic outreach project: Coming Out Again from the Foundation for 
Human Rights (R200,000.00) for the period November 2005 to June 2006 and from 
the Conference Workshop Cultural Initiative Funds (CWCI) (R333,977.00) an EU-SA 
Partnership Programme for the period November 2005 to April 2006.  
 
2.5 Sustainability 
 
GALA relies on funding for its continued existence and activities. This comes from 
foreign and local sources. GALA has secured a three year grant of R3,880,000 for the 
2005-07 period from Atlantic Philanthropies and a two year grant from HIVOS for 
the period 2005-2006 of Euro 100,000.00. A balance between foreign donor funds 
                                                   
1 This excludes the funding received in November for the HIV theatre and comic projects from CWCI 
(R333,977) and in December Foundation for Human Rights (R200,000) most of which will be deferred 
to 2006.   
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and local funding will help to ensure the continued support for the project from 
abroad.  GALA is continuing to work with Thuynsma & Associates to develop a long 
term fundraising strategy that focuses on the organisation’s future sustainability. 
Current sustainability efforts being explored include: the merits (both the financial 
feasibility for all parties involved and the public perception benefits) of an affinity 
related credit card; and, the construction of a wall of remembrance. The wall of 
remembrance will commemorate the equality clause for sexual orientation in our 
constitution as well as provide a place to record the heroes of the LGBTI struggle, 
many of whom participated in the broader anti apartheid struggle. In addition, it will 
include an income generating option where individual's can purchase a memorial 
plaque. The establishment of a 501C3 company in the USA has occurred. This will 
enable GALA to raise funds through a U.S. based website. The registration as a 
5013C organisation provides tax incentives for individuals to donate funds. 
 

3.  PERFORMANCE REPORTS   
 
Core functions  
In 2005 we have initiated and continued projects that span and wherever possible 
integrate the following core functions: 
 

1) Documenting gay and lesbian experience in South Africa (maintaining and 
expanding collections) 
 
2) Making the materials a resource for the broader society and disseminating this 
information proactively while maintaining a special outreach focus to gay and 
lesbian communities; 
 
3) Contributing to struggles for justice around LGBTI rights (in South Africa, but 
also regionally) 
 
4) Establishing and promoting linkages in the intersecting fields of archives and 
LGBT activism; 
 
5) Research, analysis and advocacy in support of scholarly and community 
endeavour. 

 
Our core work is built around specific projects which integrate as many of the core 
functions as possible. Our progress on existing and planned projects is detailed below 
in relation to outcomes achieved including progress made towards project objectives 
under the core function to which they are most closely linked: 
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3.1. Documenting gay and lesbian experience in South Africa 
(maintaining existing collections, expanding the collections by 
acquiring new materials and generating oral histories). 
 
3.1.1 Acquiring, arranging and describing new collections  
 
3.1.1.1 Acquisitions: 
2005 has seen an unusually high volume of material added to our archival holdings. In 
terms of organisational records GALA acquired for preservation an extensive 
collection of Out-in-Africa Gay and Lesbian Film Festival records, documenting the 
eleven-year history of the organisation. Significant organisational records have also 
been added to the Triangle Project collection and the OUT/ GLO-P collection. We 
have also started documenting emerging organisations, including Siyazinzela; 
Pietermaritzburg Gay and Lesbian Network; and Gender Dynamix.  
 
GALA also received important donations from individuals—in particular Mr. Justice 
Edwin Cameron; Juan Nel; and Crystal Cambanis.  
 
2005 saw some exciting photographic acquisitions included the Dirk Swanepoel 
photograph album (gay life in Johannesburg in the 1950s) and an extensive addition 
of photographs from EXIT (an LGBT newspaper) documenting LGBT culture and 
community in South Africa over the last ten years. Zanele Muholi continues to lodge 
with GALA her innovative photographs documenting black lesbian experience, 
although she has restricted public access for the present. GALA continues to use the 
video camera it acquired to document LGBT events, pageants and workshops in the 
vicinity.   
 
In addition to these acquisitions, GALA also undertook several special projects in 
2005 that have generated important archival records. These include the Pride 
publication (2.3.2), which involved the collection of forty-seven oral history 
interviews from a diverse group of people and over four hundred photographs; as well 
as the oral history project on the coloured lesbians and gay community in 
Johannesburg (1.3.5) which generated eleven oral history interviews and forty-one 
photographs from this neglected community. These acquisitions have further 
broadened the scope of material at the archives. Our transgender collections have also 
grown, including personal records and correspondence of Elise van der Merwe who 
received extensive media coverage in the 1980s. We wish to thank all those who have 
donated material to the archive over the past year. 
 
3.1.1.2. Arrangement and Description: 
In 2005 we completed the processing of the new OUT/GLO-P records; the new 
Triangle Project records; the extensive Mother City Queer Project collection; the 
Archiving GALA records; the African women’s life history project records; the Exit 
collection of photographs; the Daniel Somerville records; the Elise van der Merwe 
records; and records generated by the oral history project on the coloured lesbians and 
gay community in Johannesburg. Our press clipping collection also continues to be 
updated on an ongoing basis. 
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3.1.2 Facilitating archival access and use:  
 
3.1.2.1 Updating and publishing print and web-based user’s guide: 
The updated Guide is available online on the GALA website. The website continues 
to be an important tool for long distance users of our collections, and many email 
enquiries mention that the user found us through our website.   
 
3.1.2.2 Website to include access to data base and search facilities: 
GALA did not extend InMagic search facilities to distance users via our website in 
2005 as originally planned. After consulting the South African History Archive it was 
decided that the high cost of implementing such a project outweighs the usefulness of 
the search facilities given the size of GALA's collections. InMagic is more appropriate 
for larger archives. GALA will instead install a keyword search facility on our 
website, performing part of the InMagic function. Distance users can already find 
summaries outlining the scope and content of each of our collections on our website, 
and can request full length inventories by email. Should the number of GALA's 
collections increase dramatically in the future it might be necessary to revisit this 
decision.  
 
GALA installed a web-counter on its website in 2005, and the site is averaging 30 
visits a day. 
 
3.1.2.3. Digitisation of sound recordings, documents and photographs for web 
publication and digital dissemination: 
In 2005 GALA continued its process of digitizing sound recordings and key 
photographic holdings in order (1) to ensure the long term preservation of these 
records, (2) to provide access to photographic holdings and eventually sound 
recordings online, and (3) to enable long distance researchers (i.e. those who cannot 
travel to the archives) to make use of these records. 
 
In 2005 approximately two hundred and eighty photographs and archival documents 
were digitized. Two oral history interviews have been converted from audiocassette to 
CD. Paul Mokgethi has been trained to digitize photographs, and is in the process of 
learning to digitize sound recordings. 
 
 
3.1.3 Generating additional material for GALA’s oral history projects and 
associated dissemination and outreach projects  
   
3.1.3.1 HIV:  
 
Six life stories have been collected this year, and five have been translated and 
transcribed. The challenge has been that most people are still silent regarding their 
own status and do not see the importance or the necessity to openly talk about their 
HIV status. GALA is still actively seeking to capture the life stories of people within 
the LGBTI community who are living with HIV or AIDS, and those that are affected 
by HIV or AIDS whether this is done openly or in silence. 
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Partnerships have been forged with the Hope and Unity Metropolitan Community 
Church (HUMCC) which caters to the black LGBTI community around Johannesburg 
has become the main partner on the HIV project as GALA has employed the Reverend 
Paul Mokgethi who is the reverend of this community and is openly HIV positive to 
work on this project. Another partner on this project is OUT. GALA in collaboration 
with OUT have been working together in organizing training workshops as part of 
OUT's HIV school programme and buddy group meetings which follow on the school 
workshops. He has attended training workshops conducted by OUT and assisted in 
identifying participants for the Johannesburg based workshop. He has also facilitated 
buddy group meetings after the OUT training workshops. GALA is discussing the 
feasibility with Behind the Mask of publishing an online diary written by Rev. 
Mokgethi and updated regularly on their website. 

 
Rev. Mokgethi has also liaised with a support group for people that are living with 
HIV from Pretoria University's Centre for the study of AIDS, and as a result of this 
contact, four interviews were secured for the GALA HIV oral history project. In 
addition he has represented GALA at the discussion Indabas on current topics related 
to HIV and AIDS organised by The Nelson Mandela Foundation. In addition, GALA 
was invited to give input on LGBT and HIV at a Family Health Centre workshop, and 
is discussing with them the possibility of giving similar inputs in 2006. 
 
In terms of dissemination, a narrative community theatre production Coming Out 
Again was developed in the second half of this year, and drew extensively on this oral 
history project. This project will also include the production of an educational comic 
based on the theatrical production (see 3.2.3).  
 
3.1.3.2 Same sex Sangoma project (traditional healers) in urban and rural settings:  
 
GALA focused on disseminating, rather than collecting, more sangoma life stories as 
by January this year we had already 60 transcribed interviews – which is a sizeable 
collection. We have, therefore, rather focused on sustaining links with same sex 
sangomas and thus the living oral archive and working on increasing their visibility 
wherever possible. To this end GALA organised for a large group of sangomas to 
attend the same sex marriage case that was heard at the Constitution Court in May this 
year. This allowed same sex sangomas to be highly visible in the front row of the 
public gallery in the court itself throughout the hearing negating the public perception 
that same sexuality is UnAfrican.   
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Sangomas supporting same sex marraige outside the Constitution Court during the same sex 

marriage case 
 
A lesbian sangoma continues to participate in the GALA Queer Tour. GALA continues 
to work closely with the lesbian sangoma Nkunzi Nkabinde who co-authored a 
chapter ‘This has happened since ancient times…it’s something you are born with’: 
ancestral wives amongst same-sex sangomas in South Africa with the Director of 
GALA based on the GALA sangoma oral history project to the book Tommy Boys, 
Lesbian Men and Ancestral Wives: Female Same Sex Practices in Africa which was 
published in June 2005. Another life story narrative collected by Nkunzi Nkabinde 
and edited by the GALA director entitled Unyankwabe: A wife for Zodwa’s ancestors  
 was accepted for publication in a collection on the history of homosexuality in Africa 
aimed at the general public edited by Mark Epprecht for publication this year. A new 
documentary is planned for the coming year (see 3.2.6). 
 
. 
3.1.3.3 Deaf Gays and Lesbians:   
 
3.1.3.3.1 Collection of LGBTI Deaf Life Stories 
Mr Meletse has collected a total of eight videotaped life stories this year (six from 
Gauteng, one from KwaZulu Natal and one from the North West Province). These 
life-stories were collected in the first six months of this year. Since July we have not 
been able to identify any additional gay or lesbian Deaf people to interview as Deaf 
LGBTI people are not visible in the Deaf community due to high levels of 
homophobia.  Six of these life stories had been transcribed to date as the transcription 
process is very time consuming when working from South African Sign Language to 
English. 
 
3.1.3.3.2 Deaf Outreach work 
The Deaf Gay and Lesbian Oral History and Outreach Project has had a greater focus 
on outreach than on collecting life stories this year in Gauteng, KwaZulu Natal and 
Mpumalanga .  The aim of doing outreach work in different provinces is to raise 
awareness amongst the Deaf community regarding LGBTI issues and to identify Deaf 
LGBTI people in order to create a support network of Deaf gays and lesbians. The 
latter aim has been more difficult to achieve due to high levels of homophobia in 
urban and rural Deaf communities resulting in a lack of visibility for Deaf LGBTI 
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people e.g. only one Deaf gay man could be identified by the mainstream Deaf 
community in Mpumalanga. As a result GALA developed sensitisation workshops 
relating to different sexualities and HIV which were held in these provinces.  
 
3.1.3.3.3 Deaf Schools Project 
A school's pilot project was initiated this year by Mr Meletse in conjunction with 
another Deaf gay man Mr Karl Reddy who also worked for the World Deaf 
Leadership Programme. Mr Reddy together with Mr Meleste has facilitated 
workshops as part of a pilot project in Gauteng and KwaZulu Natal for Deaf schools 
on LGBTI sensitisation and HIV issues as part of a diversity training exercise aimed 
at Social Orientation classes. These workshops were conducted jointly in five Deaf 
schools in Gauteng and three schools in KwaZulu Natal. Mr Meletse continued with 
the workshops conducting one in Nelspruit, Mpumalanga after Mr Reddy’s 
emigration to the USA. The workshops were enthusiastically received. The evaluation 
completed by the learners from Deaf Schools indicated that learners did not have 
access to critical information about HIV and sexuality despite the fact that schools did 
have HIV related material developed by Sign Language Education Development 
(SLED). The important factor was to have a Deaf person able to communicate the 
information to the learners as school-staff were unable to do this effectively thanks to 
poor skills in South African Sign Language.  
 
 
 
3.1.3.3.4 Workshops to Deaf Adults 
Three HIV/AIDS and LGBTI sensitisation workshops were also conducted in 
Mpumalanga by Mr Meletse aimed at adult Deaf people in conjunction with DEAFSA 
Mpumalanga in Bethal, Witbank and KwaMhlanga attended by a total of 56 Deaf 
adults. The workshops revealed that this was the first time that Deaf adults were 
receiving any information about HIV issues and LGBTI issues and the workshops 
were very well received. In the course of the workshops Mr Meletse was introduced 
to HIV positive Deaf people who didn’t know what was wrong with them. He was 
asked to explain the nature of HIV to these individuals. He was asked to stay in 
Mpumalanga for a year and work with the Deaf organisation as particularly the HIV 
information is critical to this community. Some of the comments in the workshop 
evaluations were: “Yes there was happy to John could open his life of gay and HIV 
Positive”,  “ I need know clear for Lesbian and Gay that how it got HIV/AIDS and 
Cancer.” 
 
3.1.3.3.5 Documentary 
The original plan to produce a documentary by December 2005 was cancelled, as Mr 
Meletse did direct and produce a short film on his life as part of the Out In Africa 
Film Development workshop in 2004. We decided instead to advocate for a 
mainstream HIV T V series such as Beat It to include an insert on Deaf issues and 
HIV. Beat It filmed Mr Meletse as part of a programme focusing on HIV and 
disability which will be screened in January 2006 as a result of Mr Meletse's 
advocacy work. In addition a Deaf NGO Sign Language Education and Development 
(SLED) has involved Mr Meletse in a short documentary focusing on HIV issues 
which was screened on SABC in June this year.  
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3.1.3.3.6 Educational Comic 
An educational comic linked to the HIV play “Coming Out Again” aimed at Deaf 
adults raising LGBTI and HIV issues is planned to begin in late 2005 with funding 
received from the Foundation for Human Rights. This product specifically aimed at 
Deaf adults is required as the average literacy level of Deaf adults is at grade-four 
level due to the failure of Deaf Education in South Africa (see HIV Theatre Project 
Coming Out Again 3.2.3)  
 
3.1.3.4 Indians in the Diaspora: South African Gays and Lesbians of Asian descent:  
 
The Durban Lesbian and Gay Community Health Centre have not yet had any 
material to donate to GALA as it is very hard to get such life story narratives due to 
the silence that surrounds same sexuality in this community.  
 
The director of GALA has informally supervised Davina Moonsammy who is a post 
graduate MA level student working in this area in the Department of Anthropology at 
the University of the Witwatersrand under the supervision of Dr Rehana Ebr-Valley.  
GALA has assisted in providing access to the women who are members of our lending 
library. This research will be archived by GALA.  
 
On the advice of GALA Ms Moonsammy applied for and received a scholarship to 
attend the conference Sexual Rights and Moral Panics: Fifth International Conference 
of the International Association for the Study of Sexuality, Culture and Society hosted 
by the National Sexuality Resource Centre and the Program in Human Sexuality 
Studies at San Francisco State University in June 2005. She presented a paper on the 
preliminary findings of her research ‘What Will People Say?’ Same-Sex Relationships 
Amongst Women of Indian Origin in Jozi. Ms Moonsammy also attended the summer 
institute linked to the conference to work on her research.  
 
3.1.3.5 Oral history project on the cultural identity of coloured lesbians and gay men 
in Johannesburg and its surrounds:  
 
GALA initiated this project in 2005 because there was no research available on the 
cultural identity of coloured lesbians and gay men in Johannesburg and surrounding 
areas. The first phase of the project aimed (1) to create a body of material to stimulate 
research in this area, and (2) to incorporate the history of coloured lesbians and gay 
men into the Queer Johannesburg Tour. GALA contracted Mary Louw, an experienced 
community and lesbian-rights activist, to collect oral history interviews and 
photographs from this group. Mary collected a total of eleven interviews and forty-
one photographs. Eight of the interviews are with lesbians between the ages of 34 and 
59. The other three stories are with gay men between the ages of 54 and 57. The 
project included the collection of field-notes. The interviews, photographs and field-
notes provide insight into the cultural identity of this close-knit community, and how 
it has changed over the last thirty years. The first phase of this project has now been 
completed. In the second phase GALA will focus on building on existing links with 
this community and increasing their visibility. Related to this is the publication of one 
of the life story narratives collected for this project and edited by GALA in a 
collection of lesbian writing aimed at the general public to be released in 2006. The 
project will also provide the content of a special edition of the GALA newsletter in 
early-2006.  
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3.1.3.6 African women’s oral history project: Exploring same-sex practices in Africa:  
 
GALA has completed the book Tommy Boys, Lesbian Men and Ancestral Wives based 
on the African Women’s Life Story Project: Exploring Same Sex Practices funded by 
the Gender, Women and Development Desk of the Humanist Institute for the Co-
operation with Developing Countries (Hivos) Netherlands (see 3.2.1.2). The project 
was conceptualised leading up to the fourth International Association for the Study of 
Sexuality, Culture and Society (IASSCS), themed "Sex and Secrecy" held in 
Johannesburg in 2002, the first time in Africa. Editors Ruth Morgan (the Director of 
GALA) and Saskia Wieringa wanted to host a session at the women's same sex forum 
with a regional focus on Africa, but found that they could not identify sufficient 
African woman researchers working on female same sex practices in different 
countries to invite to the session.  
 
The research was conducted in the first half of 2002 and presented at the IASSCS 
conference in June of that year. A total of thirty nine life stories were collected by 
eight women from six East and Southern African countries. The interviews were held 
in many languages including Swahili, Khoekoegowab (Damara), siSwati, isiZulu, 
seSotho, Kamba, English and Afrikaans. Thirty seven of the interviews were 
translated and transcribed into English.  
 
The papers presented were then expanded by Ruth Morgan and Saskia Wieringa 
together with the contributors into full chapters for the book in 2004. The analysis for 
the concluding chapter and the research for the historical chapter were conducted in 
early 2005. The research proves African women have been loving each other in many 
different ways  for a long time, and disclaims the hate speech of African leaders who 
claim that that homosexuality is un-African. This unique project shares moving 
accounts of the pains and pleasures of African women who choose to live with and 
love each other.  
 
3.2 Making the materials a resource for society (with a special 
outreach focus to gay and lesbian communities) and ensuring 
frequent coverage of LGBTI issues in all media  
 
3.2.1 Initiating publication of books from oral history projects and archival 
material:  
 
3.2.1.1 Publication of the book "Balancing Act: South African Gay and Lesbian 
Youth Speak Out" by Joanne Bloch and Karen Martin: 
 
This book commissioned by GALA to both generate oral history interviews for our 
collections and to disseminate this information was published by New Africa Books 
in June 2005 and has since been translated into Xhosa and Afrikaans. The book is the 
first of its kind and provides relevant, positive reference points for young people. It 
highlights the experiences of a range of gay South African teenagers and young 
adults, faced with the challenges of embracing their sexual orientation in sometimes 
hostile and judgemental communities. A book such as this one based on real people 
and real stories is the first step in combating prejudice by promoting understanding 
and acceptance in schools as well as in the broader society. This book was written in 
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order to publicize the experiences of young gay people which will help to foster a 
sense of entitlement and community among youth currently battling to establish their 
identities in isolation. The focus is not only on negative issues, but also presents 
positive options/strategies adopted by well-adjusted young people as material for 
viewers to model their own lives on.  Our aim is to promote a sense of entitlement and 
pride amongst gay and lesbian youth by providing reference points for making 
responsible and personally authentic life choices in the realms of gender roles and 
relationships, and sexuality. 
 
 

Launch 
Balancing Act was successfully launched in June at Constitution Hill together with an 
accompanying exhibition around Youth Day celebrations. Justice Edwin Cameron 
(GALA's new patron) delivered the key note address at the launch which was attended 
by at least 250 people. The book also received a great deal of media coverage. The 
authors and contributors were interviewed on television on SABC 1; Street Journal on 
27 June as part of a programme on youth culture and by Deaf TV in a programme that 
was screened on SABC 2 in October.  On Youth Day itself, June 16, there was 
coverage on a radio programme SAFM. Other radio coverage included Khaya FM and 
Radio 2000 (Tuesday Night Show). Print media coverage included articles in the 
Sowetan (14 June 2005), the Mail and Guardian (17 June 2005), the Daily Dispatch 
(18 June 2005), Caxton Community Newspaper and Design Times (February 2005). 
 
The interviewees in this book are South Africans of all races and genders. It's 
important to build a culture in which same sexuality is seen as South African and not 
as an import from the west. We see this book as the start of an ongoing process of 
human rights education aimed at the youth of this country. Balancing Act has been 
specifically written to be used in schools and contains teaching notes relating to the 
area of Life Orientation. This book is a valuable resource for teachers and GALA has 
started working to ensure that the book is used in schools that may be resistant to the 
content matter.  
 
 

 

 Justice Edwin Cameron delivering key note address at 
Balancing Act launch   
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Dissemination 
The English version of Balancing Act has been approved as an additional resource for 
Grade 10 with the Departments of Education in the Eastern Cape, Free State, 
Mpumalanga and Northern Cape where the book appears in the provincial LTSM 
catalogues. The publisher has submitted the book to the same provinces for grade 11 
in September 05 and in June 06 will submit grade 12. They have not submitted to 
KwaZulu Natal as they are not considering additional resource material or to Limpopo 
and the North-West Province due to perceived conservatism in these provinces. The 
Western Cape and Gauteng do not have the same model of submission as the other 
provinces and do not accept submissions. New Africa Books are promoting the book 
in these provinces without Department of Education approval. 
 
PRAESA who also partnered on the project and was responsible for the Xhosa and 
Afrikaans translations distributed 1000 books in each of the three language versions 
via their workshops.  
 
Workshops for Teachers and Department of Education 
Two workshops for teachers were held in conjunction with the Teacher's Centre in 
Gauteng as teachers play an important role in establishing the value systems that 
learners will internalise. Although these workshops were widely advertised a small 
number of teachers totalling 12 attended the workshops. The book was distributed by 
GALA to the attendees.  
 
Due to the reluctance of teachers to engage with this subject matter we obviously need 
to change the mindset due to religious beliefs that has been deeply entrenched during 
apartheid when same sexuality was criminalised, and pathologised. GALA has 
therefore collaborated with OUT and approached the National Department of 
Education to embark on a sensitisation pilot programme in 2006 to address the 
attitudes of curriculum planners and relevant personnel at higher levels in the 
Department of Education. The Director General of Education is also working on 
getting a ministerial endorsement for Balancing Act to assist its distribution and use in 
schools.  
 
In addition GALA will host three workshops in 2006 for teachers at the Apartheid 
Museum Exhibition of Balancing Act (see 3.2.7.). 
 
3.2.1.2 Publication of a book on the African women’s life history project in East and 
Southern Africa: 2 (3.1.3.6).  
 
The book Tommy Boys, Lesbian Men and Ancestral Wives by the Director and Saskia 
Wieringa with eight contributors from East and Southern Africa was published by 
Jacana Media in June 2005. This unique book presents a rich picture of the wide 
variety of same sex practices and relations, both historical and in present times in 
Eastern and Southern Africa. Eight of the chapters have been co-authored by women 
activists spanning six different countries. They have collected personal narratives on a 
range of issues related to sex and secrecy, an incredibly difficult area to research as 
                                                   
2 Funding for this project has been provided by HIVOS, Netherlands' Gender Women and 
Development Desk. 
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many African leaders declare it taboo on the basis that these practices are alien to 
African culture. The book demonstrates that there are silenced, traditional, 
institutionalised ways in which African women contracted same-sex relations.  
Second, it proclaims the right of African women engaged in same-sex practices or 
relations to their identities as Africans, as several interviewees’ state: we, lesbian 
women, are born here in Africa, we belong here. Who can say we are un-African? 
Third it gives a vivid portrait of the lives of African women engaged in same-sex 
relations and practices, portraying the joys of having found love as well as the pains 
of betrayal and the hatred encountered in their communities, as well as the many 
shades of emotions in between. This book eloquently testifies that although silence 
isolates and protects these women, some are beginning to speak out. 
 
The Launch and associated activities  
 

 

  
 

Tommy book Authors and Justice Edwin Cameron  Guests at launch of Tommy Boys 
 
The book was very successfully launched in August as part of the public events that 
Constitution Hill hosted around the launch of the Women's Jail. Contributors from 
Swaziland, Namibia, Uganda, Tanzania, Kenya and South Africa attended the 
following events: the launch which was attended by at least 100 people, the workshop 
focusing on lesbian visibility and networking attended by 35 people, a panel 
discussion including two of the contributors (including the lesbian Sangoma) 
focussing on whether homosexuality is UnAfrican attended by at least 50 people and 
a debate between two of the East African lesbians and the Wits Debating League on 
the time has come to accept same sex practices in Africa attended by approximately 
30 people. GALA organised for the launch, the panel and the debate to be video 
recorded for the archive. 
 
 
The Workshop 
The day long workshop on lesbian visibility and networking was co-hosted by the 
Forum for the Empowerment of Women (FEW) and occurred the day before 
Women’s Day at the Lekgotla Space in the Women’s Jail. The conference was 
attended mainly by young black lesbians who are members of FEW. The workshop 
programme included inputs from Saskia Wieringa and the contributors who were 
present. The sessions focused on: 
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·  Reflections on experiences of exclusion and invisibility: part one – from the 
outside in – the media 

·  Reflections on experiences of exclusion and invisibility: part two – form the 
inside out – the non-heterosexual women’s perspective 

·  Exploring the role of lesbians in the women’s movement – increasing lesbian 
visibility and networking 

 
A written evaluation was completed by 35 participants. In response to a question in 
which they had to rate the workshop in terms of lesbian visibility and networking on 
the following scale: useful-valuable-informative-just okay- a waste of time. 17 found 
the workshop to be useful, 11 rated it as informative, 5 as valuable, 2 as just okay and 
0 felt that it was a waste of time. 
 
23 felt that they were leaving with information that they could use for lesbian 
visibility and networking as elaborated by the following remarks:  

·  ‘Yes, I made contacts which will further my research for projects I am 
working on’,  

·  ‘Yes, what the different organizations are doing and how to engage with the 
different programmes’,  

·  ‘Yes, I can tell people about lesbians and gays and about the difficulties they 
face everyday’. 

 
Distribution of Tommy Boys 
Since the formation of the Coalition of African Lesbians (CAL) this year GALA is 
working with CAL to use the funds remaining in the grant to distribute the book as 
widely as possible both regionally and internationally. CAL launched and distributed 
32 copies of the book at the African Women In Development (AWID) conference in 
Bangkok in October this year. 100 books were also donated to delegates and the 
media at the Gay Games Bid in Chicago in November as part of the South African 
package. 
 
Media Coverage 
Considering the usual lack of response of the mainstream media to LGBTI events the 
book launch and the book attracted considerable media attention which often focused 
on the homosexuality is UnAfrican issue. Newspaper coverage included: The Times 
of Swaziland (August), The Sowetan (July), Sunday Times (August),The Star 
(August) in the Women's Day Focus section, The Teacher (Mail and Guardian) which 
is widely distributed to schools nationally in September and The Citizen (October).  
 
SABC TV included an interview with Ruth Morgan on Weekend Live in July. Radio 
coverage in August included Radio 2000 broadcast on Women's Day, SAFM 
Otherwise broadcast on Women's Day and SAFM Between the Covers, E Health 
News and Tuesday Night. In addition Behind the Mask conducted a radio interview in 
July. 
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 3.2.1.3. Work on a book provisionally titled "Ten years of democracy, fifteen years 
of LGBT pride" by Shaun de Waal and Anthony Manion (GALA archives co-
ordinator): 
 
Production of this book commenced in April 2005 and the book will be completed by 
May 2006 and published by Jacana Media by September 2006 for launch during Pride 
Week. Part of the impetus for the book came from the mainstream media’s failure to 
cover the Johannesburg Gay and Lesbian Pride Parade from the point of view of the 
people participating. In order for people to speak in their own voices about Pride, 
interviews were conducted with forty-seven diverse people, ranging from ordinary 
lesbians and gays, activists, refugees, pride organisers, transgender, and heterosexual 
supporters. These personal accounts are linked in that all are with people who have 
taken part in the Pride Parade over the past fifteen years. The stories use the lens of 
the Pride Parade to explore LGBT community, politics, culture and history. The 
interviews also emphasise the very different experiences of LGBT people in South 
Africa, depending on race, class and gender. In addition three written accounts have 
been submitted. The majority of the interviews have been transcribed and are in the 
process of being rewritten in narrative form for the publication.  
 
GALA has also collected over four hundred photographs of the Johannesburg Gay and 
Lesbian Pride Parade as part of the project, and a selection of the most interesting will 
be published in the book. In addition GALA has collected two archive boxes of 
records and memorabilia related to the Pride Parade. The editing of the book will be 
completed in 2006 for publication by Jacana Media. Thereafter the project focus will 
shift to disseminating the material, including an installation at Constitution Hill in 
Johannesburg. In addition the full interview transcripts, photographs and Pride 
Parade-related records and memorabilia will be made available to the public after the 
completion of the book as a special archival collection at GALA. 
 
3.2.1.4. Sangoma Book 
 
GALA has made some progress on the proposed book aimed at the general public 
written by a same sex sangoma, Nkunzi Nkabinde despite the untimely death of her 
mentor Mr Phaswane Mphe in December 2004. Ms Nkabinde has completed a first 
draft of the book although a mentor was not identified to replace Mr Mphe. A mentor 
will be appointed in 2006 so that she can complete the book. GALA has also decided 
to focus on another more in-depth documentary on same sex sangomas with the 
assistance of Ms Nkabinde. (See 3.2.6) 
  
3.2.1.5. Publication of a book ‘Sex and Politics in South Africa’ 
 
‘Sex & Politics in South Africa’ was edited by Neville Hoad, Karen Martin and 
Graeme Reid. The book tells the complex story behind how South Africa came to lead 
the world in enshrining sexual equality in the Bill of Rights of our Constitution. The 
book draws on the experiences of lesbian and gay activists, whose work during the 
1980s evoked hostility from the apartheid state and was dismissed as irrelevant by 
conservative elements within the liberation movement. Indeed, the end of apartheid 
did not automatically guarantee that sexual equality would be realised. The idea for 
the publication first emerged in 2000 when Graeme Reid and Karen Martin were still 
working at GALA, and ‘Sex and Politics in South Africa’ makes extensive use of 
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GALA’s archival holdings, incorporating fascinating first-hand documents from the 
time including letters, photographs and other records (scanned for the publication by 
GALA). The publication also includes excerpts from the ‘Guide to the Resources of 
the Gay and Lesbian Archives’. GALA also made significant contributions to the 
printing and reproduction costs of the book. GALA launched the book in Pride 
Heritage Week in September 2005. 
 
 
3.2.2 Continued publication of bi-annual newsletter 
 
GALA publishes and distributes a newsletter twice a year in order to make its holdings 
accessible to the public. GALA has published and distributed two print newsletters 
(‘Balancing Act’ and ‘Tommy Boys’) in 2005. Newsletters are published on the 
GALA website as they become available. The newsletters are distributed to gay and 
lesbian organisations locally, and at community events. 
 
3.2.3 Using dramatic performance to disseminate information on HIV based on 
oral history project 
 
The play: Coming Out Again 
This project has been co-funded by The Atlantic Philanthropies, the Conference 
Workshop Cultural Initiative Fund (CWCI) and the Foundation for Human Rights 
(FHR) and managed by Community Media for Development Productions. A 
community HIV theatre project was commissioned by GALA and performed eight 
times this year. Six of the performances were held in and around Johannesburg and 
two performances formed part of the Out in Africa Gay and Lesbian Satellite Film 
Festivals/Video Suitcase Launches in Ermelo and Pretoria. All performances were 
well attended. 
 
Coming Out Again tells the story of seven individuals getting ready for a party. 
Created by LGBTI people telling their own stories and experiences in a world with 
HIV, it is about relationships, staying negative, disclosure, living with HIV and the 
pain of losing someone close. Beyond all it is about the strength of everyday heroes 
who reach out to others, raise awareness and help to reduce stigma by living 
positively and telling their stories.  
 
The script was developed by Robert Colman in collaboration with the cast. Gerard 
Bester directed the performance assisted by Tonya Graham. The play is interpreted 
into South African Sign Language. The actors have been drawn from GALA's HIV 
oral history project and GALA staff and include two professional actors and five 
ordinary people. One of the GALA staff members participating in the play is Deaf, 
gay and HIV positive and uses South African Sign Language.  
 
Discussion 
A facilitated discussion by a staff member from the Centre for the Study of Aids at the 
University of Pretoria follows each performance. The discussions are structured in a 
way that allows the audience members to ask their own questions but also requires 
them to think about and respond to questions posed by the facilitator. Over the course 
of the discussion questions emerged that indicated a lack of information and 
communication around  HIV and AIDS within the LGBTI community e.g. one lesbian 
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remarked that she had been previously unaware that lesbians could contract HIV as 
she had never seen a HIV positive lesbian. Other questions revealed a lack of 
information around LGBTI and HIV issues within the Deaf community. 
 
Media Coverage  
 In developing a media strategy for Coming Out Again, GALA was faced with 
the challenge of balancing widespread publicity of the production to 
attract audiences and build awareness of GALA, with ensuring the privacy 
and journalistic sensitivity to the cast members. Given that the actors 
are portraying their own life stories, and that several cast members are 
HIV positive, GALA, the directors and cast agreed that media was to be 
developed in close consultation with those involved, and that relationships with 
trusted journalists and media sources would be cultivated. To ensure this, a workshop 
was developed in which cast members brought out the key messages that they would 
like to see in the media releases. They were also given coaching about what they 
could expect from media and media releases were signed outlining specific types of 
press activities that each would like to participate in.  
 
Along with numerous mentions of Coming Out Again in Pride 2005 related stories, 
the resulting media included: 
 * John Meletse and some of the cast are being featured in a segment of SABC's 
BeatIt! about HIV/AIDS and disability that is expected to air in late 2005.  
 * Hayden Horner of the United Nations IRIN Plus News service wrote an 
article for distribution via the. This was reprinted via numerous news sources 
including - AfroAIDSInfo, Eldis, Alldeaf.com, AfAIDS 
 * An article about the play appeared in the Durban- based "Informer" 
which focuses on living positively. 
* Information announcing the performances appeared in The Star weekend 
supplement. 
* Several LGBTI organisations/ media sources included the press 
release on their websites.    
 
Educational Comics and Radio Programme 
Work on two related educational comics was initiated at the end of 2005 for 
publication in April 2006. A community radio programme in partnership with 
Community Media for Development Productions has also been planned for January 
2006 to assist in disseminating the play.  
 
3.2.4 Expanding access to distance users via the web: Providing InMagic search 
facilities via the web to distance users  
(see 3.1.2.2) 
 
3.2.5 Marketing and promoting the Queer Tour so that it becomes well established 
and utilised by both locals and foreigners in order to promote the living archive.   
 
The City of Johannesburg has requested that our Queer Tour become one of three 
specialised tours that will be further developed and offered by the City. GALA has 
agreed to partner with the City on this project. GALA tour guides will continue to be 
used by a selected and accredited tour operator who will take responsibility for co-
ordinating the logistics and marketing the tour. GALA has submitted all the requested 



 27

information to Ochre who is managing the process for the City. Following an 
evaluation of three accredited tour operators GALA has identified ‘Moretiwa Tours’ as 
the best placed to coordinate the tour. GALA also successfully piloted a Walking Tour 
of Queer Hillbrow in 2005, and has taken seven groups on this tour during the course 
of the year. The Queer Johannesburg Tour is listed in the Johannesburg Pink Map, as 
well as numerous travel guides. 
 
3.2.6 Creating partnerships with film makers in order to make documentaries on 
same sexuality that draw on archival and project material.  
 
GALA has had extensive discussions with New York based Sandi Dubowski in both 
South Africa and when the GALA director visited the USA to make an in-depth film 
about same sex sangomas in Africa. The film will explore issues around same 
sexuality and spirituality in an African context. Sandi Dubowski specialises in films 
that explore the relationship between same sexuality and spirituality. He directed 
"Trembling Before G-d" and is currently involved as a consultant in a film that 
explores same sexuality within an Islamic context. The GALA film will involve a 
large capacity building component to train local queer film makers and build on the 
work done by Out In Africa in their film development workshop in 2005 by using 
some of these emerging film makers. Fundraising still needs to be launched for this 
project which we hope to initiate in 2006. 
 
3.2.7 Ensuring that GALA material is exhibited in areas which are accessible to 
people who cannot access the university easily.  
 
In June 2005 GALA installed an exhibition based on the book Balancing Act: South 
African Gay and Lesbian Youth Speak Out, aimed at the general public at the 
Constitution Hill site in Hillbrow for the duration of the month of June. The 
exhibition had an interactive component aimed at further engaging school children in 
the subject matter. 600 school children viewed the exhibition as part of the 
Constitution Hill tour in June. This exhibition is in the process of being redeveloped 
for extended display at the Apartheid Museum in Johannesburg from February to 
close of April 2006, where it is expected to reach from 12  to 15 000 schoolchildren. 
Work on this project commenced in October of this year and will be completed by the 
end of January 2006. GALA is also providing training for the guides at the Apartheid 
Museum on how to work with the exhibition and incorporate LGBT content into the 
rest of the museum tour. GALA also provided small exhibits for a number of 
community events during the course of 2006, in particular during the Gay and Lesbian 
Cultural week preceding the Pride Parade in Johannesburg.   
 
3.2.8 Maintenance and expansion of the Gay and Lesbian community lending 
library and its users.  
 
The library now has over 4000 books and over 400 videos. There have been 44 new 
members since the beginning of this year. Researchers regularly use the audiovisual 
equipment to view GALA videotapes and library members use the equipment to view 
library videos. Saturday afternoons remain busy with an average of 20-30 people 
using the library. Three hundred and forty seven books have been acquired this year 
of which many have been donated. The number of videos has grown substantially and 
has been supported by the donation of the Video Suitcase from the Out In Africa Gay 
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and Lesbian Video Suitcase Project. New library bookmarks publicising GALA and 
library have been made and are distributed at GALA functions such as book launches 
and GALA events.  

 
3.3 Advocacy: Contributing to struggles for justice (in South Africa, 
and regionally across Africa) 

 
3.3.1 Almost all projects fall under this function particularly the African women’s 
life history project in East and Southern Africa and the Coalition for African 
lesbians that emerged form this project and that is currently co-ordinated by the 
Rainbow Project in Namibia (see 3. 1.3.6)  
 

3.3.2 Ensuring that mainstream archives and museums are aware of - and exhibit - 
their LGBTI holdings. 

In 2005 GALA attended two National Heritage Council (NHC) conferences, with the 
purpose of building links and raising LGBT issues within the heritage sector. The 
majority of mainstream archives and museums approached have indicated that they do 
not have LGBT holdings. Based on conversations at the conferences it is also 
apparent that those that do are often uncertain how to contextualise LGBT material, as 
well as uncertain how they should explain such an exhibit to the public.  For these 
reasons the focus of the project has shifted to preparing travelling exhibitions and 
identifying mainstream museums and community spaces to host the exhibitions and 
providing these institutions with training on how to promote and explain the 
exhibition to the public (see 3.2.7.). At the same time GALA continues to try and work 
with museums to include LGBT content in their permanent installations.  
 
3.3.3  Implementing focused multi media communication and visibility strategy to 
ensure information in archives is disseminated to the general public in order to 
impact on homophobic attitudes that exist in townships as evidenced by hate crimes 
and continued rape of black lesbians in particular) 
 
GALA has not been able to develop a multi media communication and visibility 
strategy yet due to lack of capacity in this regard but has applied for funding from the 
Lottery to employ a communications expert in 2006. In the interim GALA has 
promoted as widely as possible with the assistance of Community Media for 
Development Productions and Constitution Hill the books Balancing Act: South 
African Gays and Lesbians Speak Out (see 3.2.1.4) and Tommy Boys, Lesbian Men 
and Ancestral Wives in August (see 3.2.1.2) and the HIV Community Theatre 
Performances (see 3.2.3).  
 
3.4. Establishing and promoting regional linkages in the intersecting 
fields of archives and LGBT activism 
GALZ from Zimbabwe expressed interest in sending a representative for archival 
training at GALA, but we are still waiting for their final decision. The GALA manual 
on archives and records management was requested and provided to three LGBT 
organisations in Africa.  
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3.4.1 Further training for the Coalition for African Lesbians  
The goal of providing oral history project training on same sex practices for LGBTI 
activists from other African countries as part of the Coalition for African Lesbians 
Project has changed as this function has now been taken over by CAL (see 3.1.3.6) 
Instead GALA held a dialogue in August with the East African countries we have 
established relationships with in the African women's oral history project to explore 
opportunities for shared work in relation to record keeping and archiving. The 
dialogue identified a number of archival and record keeping concerns for LGBT 
organizations in the East African countries represented. 
 
3.5 Research and analysis in support of scholarly and community 
endeavour 

 
3.5.1 Using SAHA’s Freedom of Information Programme to continue to recover 
information pertaining to Aversion therapy for gay men in the apartheid military.  
3.5.2 Ongoing analysis, conference presentations and publications in the field of 
same sexuality as well as archival theory and practice as GALA's work pushes the 
boundaries of established archival practices. 
 
Most of this year has been spent going through lists of files from the Military Archive. 
Last year we asked for access to the files of the Surgeons General as well as the 
Chaplains General. The lists of files under these categories had to be declassified 
before we could even attempt to identify files that might contain information relating 
to the project. Many lists have been perused and some of the files requested have 
themselves been declassified.  
 
Some Minister of Defence Files (mainly Minister of Defence PW Botha) requested in 
2003 became available this year, as did some of the Surgeons General files. Although 
thousands of pages of records have been examined, very little has been found relating 
to the Aversion project and gays in the military more generally. However, because the 
MA does not have the human resources to proactively declassify files, the exercise is 
valuable in that once files are requested, they are forced to examine them and 
declassify where necessary. The files themselves do also reveal information that is 
better out in the open.  
 
Due very much to the efforts of SAHA/GALA, the number of people researching at 
the MA has increased. This is a positive development but it does mean that we have to 
take our place in the queue when declassification is needed. At the close of 2005, the 
waiting period for requested is estimated at two years. 
 
Our requests have also exposed some inherent problems with PAIA. One such 
problem is the exercise of masking. A request for “perusal” of certain files in a recent 
batch had unexpected consequences in this regard.  
 
Whereas previously the MA did not appear to be too preoccupied with how far they 
should respect the privacy of third parties and once a file had been declassified very 
little masking - if any – was done. The batch received this year, however, went to the 
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extreme opposite. The records reflected a new system of unnecessarily masking all 
names of individuals in the records.  
 
This led to two major concerns: 1. the excessive costs incurred by civil society in 
accessing documents of this nature, and 2. that the masking itself appeared to be 
completely arbitrary and careless.  
 
Regarding costs, charges are levelled for hours searching for documents. This is 
somewhat reduced when details of files and their locations have been obtained from 
the lists of files. This was the case in this particular batch. But because, they were so 
extensively masked, the costs were excessive. The procedure in the provision of 
masked documents involves three steps: 1. the original documents are copied; 2. the 
copies are masked; 3. the masked copies are copied for the requester. The last copy is 
necessary so that the requester cannot lift the page to the light and discern the masked 
name or section.  
 
If the requester is actually seeking a copy of a particular record, it is understandable 
that the requester pays the copying fee but when perusal alone is required, it seems 
unacceptable, particularly when thousands of pages are involved that the requester 
should have to pay. In addition, as the requester takes the final copies away from the 
archive, anyone else wanting to access the now unclassified records from this batch in 
the future, will again incur a copying cost. 
 
But notwithstanding the costs involved, as mentioned, the masking itself was a 
problem. Here are some examples of what we believe should not have been masked 
and were: 

 
·  Letters from organisations and institutions where people are writing in that 

capacity are masked. For example the Civil Rights League writes querying 
how the board that considers conscientious objection applications was set 
up and the writer’s name is masked. Even the official to whom the letter is 
addressed is masked. 

·  A letter from parents wanting to know about the circumstances of their 
son’s injury (a head injury so he could not remember how it came about), 
even the name of the official with whom the parents managed to get an 
interview with, is masked. 

·  A letter from the attorney representing the Jehovah Witnesses has all 
details concerning the attorney blanked out although the advocate is 
mentioned by name in the letter 

·  Correspondence with National Party officials, with Members of 
Parliament, with Provinces and municipalities have the correspondents 
names masked although they are writing in their official capacities.  

 
With this unfortunate masking in mind, the researcher and the SAHA PAIA project 
coordinator met with the MA to discuss the intense masking. The MA was apologetic 
and agreed that the masking had been excessive and at times unnecessary. It would 
appear that this state of affairs came about as a result of insufficiently trained 
personnel. It has become increasingly obvious that the military budget for PAIA is 
extremely limited and consequently the MA’s ability to fulfil its obligations timeously 
and effectively is substantially compromised.   
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There are still many records that have only now, one year after lodging the relevant 
requests, become available and therefore still have to be examined before the project 
is wrapped up and a final report submitted. 
 
An insert will also be prepared for a publication planned on the practical experience 
of the use of PAIA. The publication will be published in 2006. 
 
Conference Presentations 
Deaf and gay in post –apartheid South Africa: the construction of an alternative 
masculinity? Ruth Morgan, Karin Willemse and John Meletse. Paper presented at the 
conference: From Boys to Men: Masculinities and Risk, 27-28 January 2005. The 
Women and Gender Studies Programme and Psychology Department. University of 
the Western Cape 
 
Tommy boys, lesbian men and ancestral wives: conclusions from the African Women's 
Life Story Project. Ruth Morgan and Saskia Wieringa. Paper presented at the Sexual 
Rights and Moral Panics, 5th International Conference of the International 
Association for the Study of Sexuality, Culture and Society hosted by the National 
Sexuality Resource Centre and Human Sexuality Studies, San Francisco State 
University 21-24 June 2005. 
 
In addition GALA has been invited and represented by members of the advisory 
committee at two additional international conferences: in February Graeme Reid 
presented a paper on behalf of GALA on gender in the archives at an Archives 
Conference in Michigan and in December Rehana Ebr Vally delivered a paper on 
behalf of GALA at a conference in Amsterdam  entitled "Travelling Heritages" 
marking the70th Anniversary of the International Information Centre and Archive for 
the Women's Movement (IIAV). 
 
GALA Publications 
Books 
Balancing Act: South African gay and lesbian youth speak out. Joanne Bloch and 
Karen Martin with Teaching notes by Sue Heese. 2005. New Africa Books (Pty) Ltd, 
Cape Town, South Africa. 
 
Tommy Boys, Lesbian Men and Ancestral Wives: Female same-sex practices in 
Africa. 2005. Ruth Morgan and Saskia Wieringa, Jacana Media (Pty) Ltd. 
Johannesburg, South Africa.  
 
Sex & Politics in South Africa. Neville Hoad, Karen Martin and Graeme Reid (eds). 
2005 Double Story Books, a division of Juta & Co. Ltd, Cape Town, South Africa 
 
Articles 
In Defence of African Homosexuality, Ruth Morgan, The Teacher (Mail and 
Guardian). September edition. 
 
Interview in Positive Living with John Meletse - a Deaf gay activist in World Aids 
Day edition 
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‘Muntu’s Story’ – an excerpt from Balancing Act – published in ‘Itch’ a supplement 
of Design Times, Issue 6, February 2005. 
 
‘I am a beautiful young woman’ – an excerpt from Balancing Act – published in the 
Mail and Guardian, 17 June 2005. 
 
‘Youth Speak Out on Homosexuality’ – text of Mr. Justice Edwin Cameron’s speech 
at the launch of Balancing Act – published in Daily Dispatch, 18 June 2005. 
 
Pending publication: 
 1. “I have two!”: Personal reflections of a Deaf HIV positive gay man in South 
Africa. Deaf Worlds. John Meletse with Ruth Morgan, accepted for publication in 
Special issue of Deaf Worlds Journal focusing on HIV/AIDS and Deaf people, edited 
by Constanze Schmaling and Leila Monaghan. 2006. 
 
2. “The Gay and Lesbian Archives of South Africa (GALA): An Activist Archive”.  
Anthony Manion and Ruth Morgan, accepted for publication in AGENDA, Issue 67, 
2006. 
 
3. ‘This has happened since ancient times…its something that you are born with’: 
ancestral wives amongst same-sex sangomas in South Africa. Nkunzi Nkabinde and 
Ruth Morgan, accepted for publication in AGENDA, Issue 67, 2006. 
 


